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Information Technology and Open
Problems in the Taiwan History Digital
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Abstract

Digitizing historical archives is one of the largest national projects not just in Taiwan
but in other countries as well. Along with the growing number of digitalized materials,
one exciting new field arises, namely, digital humanities. Utilizing a variety of information
technology tools, the study of digital humanities often brings novel perspectives to current

historical and humanities studies.

In the current paper, we provide several examples to illustrate how information
technology, such as text mining and Geographic Information System (GIS), can assist
historians in observing their materials and discovering new historical problems. We focus on
the materials and tools in the Taiwan History Digital Library (THDL), a full-text database
built by the National Taiwan University Research Center for Digital Humanities. The
discussion concentrates on the following topics: time, space, term frequency, and relevance of
materials. From these aspects, the current paper recommends further investigations on open

problems found in the THDL.
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